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LESSONS OF THREE CITIES IN MUNICIPAL 
ADORNMENT 

One of the chief difficulties experienced in making a report on the 
efforts to beautify American cities is the abundance of material at 
hand from which to make selection. The forward strides that are 
being made in attempts to improve the sanitation of rural, village, 
and urban communities and to beautify them are so great and so 
numerous that it is impossible to keep pace with the movement. 

A few years ago, a few dozen at most were all the cities and 
towns that were making systematic, thoughtful, far-reaching efforts 
to realize one of the great objects for which American Park and Out- 
door Art associations are striving — to bring as much as possible of the 
best of rural life and beauty into the city. At the present time that 
community is a back number which does not jealously guard any 
infringements upon its park areas; that does not try to increase the 
number and improve the excellence of its parks. Many are the com- 
munities where systematic work is being done to persuade the people 
that their greatest good and enjoyment will be secured when every 
householder, tenant, or owner does his best to make and keep his 
own premises clean and beautiful. 

A committee on which I have served, was fortunate in having a 
representative of a small city, a representative of a city of medium 
size, and a representative of a metropolis. The members have deemed 
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best to give through me the methods for local improvement adopted 
in these three communities, pointing out what they regard as worthy 
of adoption in other communities similarly situated. 

North Billerica. Massachusetts, is a town of large area, with a 
population of about three thousand. There are really two villages — 
North Billerica, which is a manufacturing town, and Billerica Center, 
which is a residence town. Mr. Warren H. Manning, whose influ- 
ence for beautiful surroundings may be seen in many cities and homes 
east and west, interested the citizens in the matter of improving local 
conditions. Public meetings were held in each of the villages, and 
addresses were made by men well informed as to the needs of town 
and city. An organization was formed. The home and school 
ground committee was one of the most active, and did a work that 
has been appreciated by pupils of the schools and by the public. At 
a town meeting appropriations were made for relocating the highways, 
for reservations, and increased amount was allowed for the tree 
warden. The end in view is the improvement of the roadsides and 
the securing of additional reservations. 

The association will be incorporated so as to acquire title to reser- 
vations. At present the membership fee is voluntary, but many think 
this will be changed so that there shall be two membership fees, a 
small one for children and a large one for adults. One large manu- 
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facturing company issued a circular offering prizes for improvements 
around the premises of its tenants, and is doing a large amount of 
planting of shrubs and trees in the village. They have issued a cata- 
logue for the use of the people in connection with these plantings. 

The chief features of the* work at North Billerica, that are worthy 
of imitation, are: First, securing the services of an expert. Specialists 
who have devoted years of study and observation to the matter of 
exterior adornment of home, highway, and park, and to comprehen- 
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sive plans for city buildings must be employed if the community hopes 
to have a beautiful entity. The results of such specialists' work 
happily will appear at our national capital as it is rebuilt according to 
the splendid plans of the senate commission. Second, the efforts to 
improve the highways and to increase the park areas may well be made 
in every community. Third, the active interest taken by local corpo- 
rations and enlisting the aid of the children are means of bringing 
about desirable ends in every community. 

As a sample of local improvement methods in cities of medium 
size, we cannot do better than to refer to the capital of the Keystone 
State. The "Harrisburg plan" is too well known to make it neces- 
sary more than to allude to it. Liberal sums of money were spent in 
securing the services of experts, who made comprehensive plans for 
a rejuvenated and greatly beautified city. The carrying out of these 
plans will be a matter of civic pride increasing as the years go by 
and the community realize the good that is being done to every 
citizen. This systematic planning for years to come, planning upon 
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a comprehensive scale, is the feature of the "Harrisburg plan" that 
should, in our opinion, be adopted in village, city, or metropolis. 
A feature of the work of the Harrisburg Civic Club of interest is 
the work of the department of forestry and town improvement. We 
quote from a recent bulletin issued by this department. When the 
Civic Club was first organized, in 1898, this department was formed of 
four committees, viz., Parks, The Planting, Forestry, Playgrounds. 
Since the Civic Club began its efforts to have a cleaner and more 





CHILDREN'S COSTUMES IN 1840 AND 1855 
By Boutet de Monvel 
See article on Denslow 

beautiful city, great changes have occurred. We now have a model 
park commission, our councilmen are interested in beautifying the 
streets, the board of control has granted us permission to have school- 
grounds planted, and other progressive measures render some of our 
former aims superfluous. 

It seemed therefore a sensible thing to reorganize on the two lines 
of greatest usefulness, viz., playgrounds and home improvements, 
and at the general meeting held in December, 1902, January and 
February, 1903, it was voted: 1. To continue the playgrounds and to 
enlarge their equipment. 2. To repeat the prize planting of 1902. 
3. To reorganize in two main committees, play-grounds and planting. 

For five years this department maintained summer playgrounds 
and all measures tending toward improvement of home and school 
grounds. This work has been accelerated by the systematic offering 
of prizes for improving yards that heretofore had no attempts at 
adornment; for raising flowers at the homes; and some special prizes 
to the boys for vegetable gardens at their homes. The pamphlet 
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issued 

giving 
the ex- 
plana- 
tions re- 
garding 
the priz- 
es also 
con- 
tains 
excel- 
lent 
specific 
direc- 
tions 
for do- 
ing the 
work of value to all interested. 

The Civic Improvement League 
of St. Louis, during the fifteen 
months of its existence, exemplifies 
what may be accomplished for civic 
betterment by the organization of 
the efforts of all citizens who are 
willing to contribute money, time, 
special talent, or organizing ability 
in an attempt to improve local con- 
ditions. The membership at pres- 
ent is about two thousand. Each 
member pays two dollars annually. 
Several hundred are honorary mem- 
bers, paying twenty-five dollars an- 
nually. There are also donations from public-spirited citizens so 
that the league spends between five hundred dollars and six hundred 
dollars per month in furthering of good movements, besides expend- 
ing about three thousand dollars this year for play-grounds. 

The committees of the league are: Executive, ways and means, 
press, legislation, open air playground, public bath, waste-paper 
boxes, sanitary, railroad track depression, membership, vacant lot, 
statuary, sign and sign-board, civic cleaning days, junior league, 
committee for marking historical spots. Among the things accom- 
plished in whole or in part through this league may be mentioned: 

I. The distribution, in connection with the Engelman Botanical 
Club, of several thousand copies of a pamphlet upon the subject of 
tree-planting in the city, giving full instructions as to kinds and 
methods with which success would most likely be assured. Secondly, 
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the establishment of six open-air playgrounds for children in the con- 
gested districts remote from parks. All of these are provided with 
shower baths and a library. The girls come in the morning and are 
in charge of a director and an assistant at each playground. The 
boys come in the afternoon. 

2. These six playgrounds, together with those in charge of the 
Vacation Playground Association, a sister organization, make a total 
of thirteen playgrounds maintained during the summer for the chil- 
dren of the city who have nowhere to play but in the streets and 
alleys. These grounds are patronized by thousands. As many as 
three thousand baths may be given daily. The police department 
asserts that in the districts where these playgrounds were maintained 
judicial commitments for crimes and misdemeanors decrease one-half. 

3. Some of the shrewd brewers made an attempt to get the 
monopoly of supplying waste-paper boxes for the street corners, 



using them for advertising, 
a prospect that the city 
may supply the boxes 
free from advertise- 
ments or under special 
regulations. 

4. The more gen- 
eral enforcement of the 
wide tire laws. 

5. The enactment 
of an anti-spitting ordi- 
nance and its quite gen- 
eral enforcement. This 
has materially improved 
the appearance and san- 
itary condition of the 
street cars and the side- 
walks. In this respect 
St. Louis may justly 
claim to be far in ad- 
vance of Washington, 
which though in the 
lead in beauty of city 
plan, is noted for the 
expectoration filth to be 
seen upon its sidewalks. 

6. Through the ef- 
forts of the sanitary 
committee there has 
been a marked improve- 
ment in the third and 



Their efforts were thwarted and there is 
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fourth wards, where the special work has been done. Clubs have 
been organized among the women for the purpose of teaching sanita- 
tion. Three "breathing spots" have been prepared. Fifty of the 
women have entered a prize contest for home improvement. 

7. The depression of the railroad tracks in the vicinity of Forest 
Park and the World's Fair Grounds. 

8. Enforcement of the ordinances relating to sign-boards and 
prospective legislation for better laws regarding the same. The 
league's counsel is now preparing a billboard ordinance which is to 
be a part of the revised building laws. 

9. The completion of plans for an extensive boulevard system 
connecting the parks of the city and adding to the park system 
several strips of high bluff having commanding views of the Missis- 
sippi River. 

10. Formulating plans for organizing all children of the city into 
Junior Civic leagues. A novel feature of the organization is that the 
members of this league pay annual dues, but not in money. Their 
annual dues are paid by their doing some active work to make St. 
Louis clean, healthy, and beautiful, and making a written report of 
their work. During May and June more than one thousand children 
joined this league. 

11. The inauguration of two plans of school gardening. One 
plan is to have a garden in each school-yard or on a nearby vacant 
lot where each room of the school shall have several small plats of 
ground upon which to grow and study plants. 

The other system, the junior'school of horticulture, is modeled in 
part after that of the Hartford School of Horticulture and that of the 
National Cash Register Company. It provides a garden of good size 
for any boy in the city who wants one. Competent instruction is 
given and boys come miles from different sections of the city to take 
their lessons. This has already assumed such proportions that if there 
is a demand for them as many as one thousand boys can be given 
gardens and horticulture instruction next year. 

The officers and members of the Civic Improvement League of 
St. Louis are optimists. They believe that their city should become 
as clean, healthy, and beautiful as it is busy. They believe it can be 
made so. They are trying to get every citizen to take the same view 
of the matter as themselves. • There is no doubt as to what the final 
outcome will be if they persevere in their present course. 

W. J. Stevens. 



